
CORONERS IN PHILADELPHIA.
Messrs. Editors,

—

The accompanying account of my experience in
Philadelphia with one of its coroners and his satellites was published in the
Boston Herald of December 28th ; but by abridgment of my paper some

important facts were omitted, which perhaps can be made to contribute to-
wards the overthrow of a system which gives such authoritative power to un-

principled men.

The first act of the coroner's representative when he reached the hotel was
to invite all present to take a drink with him ; and the first place I visited by
the undertaker's direction in search of the coroner was a bar-room, where the
proprietor informed me that the coroner " had just left," but was soon ex-

pected back.
Not a witness, so far as I could learn, was summoned from the hotel ; cer-

tainly none was present at the inquest but Dr. Munn, who went in accordance
with my request, and was asked no question about the case.

Respectfully, Henry J. Barnes, M. D.
21 Beacon Street.
" A gentleman in this city, a relative of Dr. Abel Ball, whose sudden death

in Philadelphia last November will be remembered, is the authority for the
statements given below, showing how the business pertaining to the coroner's
office was performed.
" On his arrival in Philadelphia in response to a summons, the gentleman

found that an intoxicated man claiming to represent the city coroner had de-
manded the body, to which the hotel proprietor and a physician objected.
The former said that Dr. Ball was his friend, and had died in his house, with-
out a suspicion of other than a natural cause, to which a respectable physician
who was in attendance would certify, and that an inquest was unnecessary ;

furthermore, he expected a relative that day to take charge of the body. It
was finally given up to the undertaker, who accompanied this man, with the
understanding that he was to keep it until some one arrived authorized to take
charge of it, and the promise of the "coroner" that no autopsy or inquest
should be made. Contrary to this promise, the body had been removed to the
Morgue, an autopsy made, an inquest begun ; and the coroner's undertaker, on
being visited by the relative with a request to be given the body, at once re-

plied that it could not be done that day. He gave as a reason that they (the
coroner and himself) were democrats and the Hoard of Health republicans,
who were not in pleasant relations with them. Finally, the undertaker agreed
to do what he could, and representing that a box would be needed in which
to put the body he offered to sell one to the gentleman, and taking him to his
warerooms did sell him a pine box.
" Afterwards they sought and found the coroner, who said, ' Nothing can

be done to-day, as the doctor who made the autopsy has not rendered his re-

port, and an inquest, begun Saturday, has adjourned until Monday.' The
gentleman then asked him why these proceedings had been instituted ; and he
replied that ' in case the deceased had a life insurance, friends could obtain
the policy.' Members of the family of the deceased were shocked, on seeing
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the body, at the deformity about the head, due to a heedless adjustment of the
calvaría, the part removed to make an examination of the brain, which was en-

tirely uncalled for, in view of the " heart disease " being known, and except
for the additional fee which is allowed for head examinations would never have
been made."
The following is an extract from a statement of Dr. John Munn of New

York : " Then the case of Dr. Abel Ball was called, and up rose the august
doctor, book and post-mortem case in hand, who declared that no signs of vio-
lence were discovered. He ' found the heart fatty and softened and a certain
amount of fluid on the brain,' and that ' the man undoubtedly died of heart
disease.' Whereupon the coroner cried out, ' What is your verdict, gentle-
men ? ' Immediately from the two jurors who had been paying attention
came the response, ' heart disease.' Nearly two minutes were consumed in
this case."

COMPARATIVE MORTALITY-RATES FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 6, 1877.

New York
Philadelphia
Brooklyn .

Chicago . .

Boston .

Providence
Worcester .

Lowell . .

Cambridge
Fall River
Lawrence .

Lynn
SpringfieldSalem . .

Estimated Population,
July 1, 1876.

1,061,244
825,594
506,233
420,000
352.758
101,500
51,087
51.639
49,670
50,372
36.240
33.548
32,000
26,344

Annual Death-Rate
per 1000 for the Week.

24.49
16.82
22.39
19.31
17.69
18.44
25.45
20.14
18.61
9.29

27.26
24.80
1.62

27.41
Normal Death-Rate, 17 per 1000.

THE METRIC SYSTEM.
Messrs. Editors,

—

The very practical suggestion of Mr. Doliber in the last Journal,
and conversations with physicians relative to the article on the Metrical System, etc., in the
Journal of December 21st, lead me to think it may be wiser to retain the abbreviations
gmm. and c. c. in prescribing, thus avoiding any possible misunderstanding in dispensing the
medicines ; and were the article not yet published I would expunge the third formula and
the sentence below it commencing " The druggist is expected," etc.

Very respectfully, Albert N. Blodgett.
Boston, January 11, 1877.
Books and Pamphlets Received.—A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Skin

By Louis A. Duhring, M. D., Professor of Diseases of the Skin in the Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1877. (For sale by A.
Williams & Co.)
The Popular Health Almanac for 1877. New York: E. Steiger.
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